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[es Prov. 30. 32. ph 
Or 3f thou baſi thought evil, lay 
thine. hand upon thy month, 


=== [Jt thoughts are free, is + 
FRY B# Proverb.,burit is none of ' 
4 WE! Solomon's. Itis niphite 
—= many (even in. their 
mouths) but it 1s far from truth ; © © 
23 1s evident from other Texts, 
and ſhall (the Lord afliſting ): be 
evidenced from this Text, which _ 
calleth alond on man to call him- 
elf in queſtion, for Is very 
thoughts. L & LY 
Herein notice is to be taken. - 


Si ratioei- 
r anris. 


Tmpofition. 


Prov.20.9 T have made my heart clean ? 


have thought evil. Such a kind 


The Ready Way 
1, Of an Antecedent , which 


hath the form or face of a Suppo- 
ſition. $ 
If thon haſt thought evil: 

2, Of a Conſequent, which 
hath the force and authority of an 


Lay thine hand upon thy mouth. 

I ſay , the firſt words have the 
face of a Suppolition , becauſe 1 
think they have no more than ſo, 
in the reſpect which I ſhall next 


name. 


[t isnot to be ſuppoſed,that the 
higheſt attajners,or cloſeſt walkers, 
on earth , are wholly exempt and 
free from evil in their thoughts. 

Who can fay, (and ſay true) 


The 7f in the beginning of the: 
Text may be there, as it is ellſe- 
where, argumentative , and may 
1mport the Reaſon or Cauſe why 
men ſhould lay their hands upon 
their mouths, to wit, becauſe they 


0 
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to prevent Sin. 
of 1f is foundin ſundry Scriptures, 
particularly in that ſpeech of Ha. 
1an's Wife and Friends , Tf Mor- 
decal be of the ſeed of the Jews, 
thow ſhalt not prevail againſt him. 
Sure it was , and ſure they might 
be, that he was of that ſeed, and 
they intimate to Hamman in a pru- 
dential (1 will not ſay , prophett- 
cal) way, that becauſe he had be- 


ſtock., there would now be no 
ſtanding before him. | 


3 


Eſther 6 | 


133- © 
Rom.$.3 


oun to fall before one of that 


Or the'7f which I am. treating i deter- 
of may be logked at.as determi- ninantiss 


ning, fetting down the ſeaſon or 


nick of time when the hand is to 5** Toylq 


be laid upon the mouth, to wit, as 
loon as- ever an evil thought is 


upon Pr 
I. 19. 


riſen in the heart; and it is ob- 


ſerved , that the Hebrew Particle 

tranſlated if in this place, is tranſ- 

hated her, in another place, quo- 

ted in the Margent. hex they bad 

made an end of eating the graſs of 

the Land, ſaid,0 Lord God forgive. 
A | R 
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The Ready Way. 

Laying the hand upon the 
mouths a Rite or Ceremony ſeve- 
ral times mentioned in holy Writ, 

_ Which ſeems to have its foundati- 
on in Nature, and is apt to fignifie 
the ſorrow and ſhame of him that 

Is the uſer and obſeryer of” it. 
Concerning the ftgniticancy of it 
here, I ſhall peak more at large in 
the handling of that Doctrine, un- 


to which I ſhall now addreſs my 
(elf. CES 


eAs ſoon as ever an evil thought 
 - #8 riſen in our hearts, we ought 
forthwith to lay oxr hands upon 
our-months. | 


, Doftor Thoughts have been ( and may. 
wo be )) diſtinguiſhed. © 
'St. Fa- We may treat of thoughts in 2 


s upon Jarger acception , as taking in all 


557 the affections and inward work- 
 .- Ings of the Soul, as differenced 
_ from outward aGtions and works 

of the Body. In this ſenſe " 


——_— | | 7 
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read of them, where the Lord 
faith of Idolaters , that He keow- 1faig6. 
eth their works and their thoughts. © © 
[ ſhall eſpecially confider them @Gogitatic 
a5 they are conſidered more ſtrict- n—_— 
ly aud narrowly , as taken for the nutun 
aftiogs or muſings of the mind,and Luke 11. 
tis clear,that the words. which axe [7 
uſed by the Greeks for thoughts aas, z: 
do imply , that they are things of 
the minds making or framing. 
As for the phraſe of thinking 
_ eval. F 
I am not ignorant that ſame 
Interpreters, comparing the/Text 
with the Context,incline tothink, 
that ſome ſpecial notorious evils 
are hinted and pointed at. TY 
Some refer it to the evil. men- 
tioned in che former part of the 
verſe, and judge that proud and. 
ſelf-exalting thoughts are nnder- 
3 In 7 
Others look ſtill further back to Engliſh 
the former verſe , and apprehend 79m0n 
that ſeditious thoughts, thoughts 
i M4 > 


TRE Reagy Way 
againſt the King are intendeg. 
Others would carry the evil 
here mentioned.to the wrath men i 
_ tioned inthe verſe following, as if 
wrathful thoughts were pritcipal. 
ly ſtruck at. es 
 Ino way doubt , but thoughts 
ſo vile as' theſe 'inſtanced'in are 
comprehended.,and I will not gain. 
fay them who ſay, that ſuch 
thoughts are firſt aimed at; yerl 
ſee no reaſon to reſtrain the Text 
toevil thoughts of one fort, or to 
vary fram thoſe who expound it 
| of evilthoughts of all ſorts, 
If we think any evil, our hands 
are to be laid on our mouths, 
and fo I ſhall indeavour to 
reſolve theſe two Queſti- 
ONs. | | 


1. What may laying the hand Þþ 


on the mouth import ef 

' 2, Why ſhould we lay our 

| hands on our mouths whea we 
have thought evil? 
$7” Þog E » OS th 
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to prevaut Sin. 
As for the former, the phraſe I 
umbly conceive may- be con- 
W:ived as looking backwards, and 
W looking forwards. 
1+ Asit Jooketh backwards on 
hethought which hath been evil, 
t may 1mply conviction in the 
cad, contritionin the heart , and 
nfufion inthe face. 
1. Laying the hand on the 
zuth intimateth, that the perſon 
7bo uſeth it 1s under a true and See Biſcoo 
Ilconvi&ion of the ſinfulneſs of we 


tought-ſins, freely voting with thoughts, . 


e law in condemning them, and Þ*8* 27% 


imſelf for them, deſpairiog of _ 
Making ſatisfaction to God for the 
jury offered to his righteouſneſs | 
ythem. Inthis ſenſe doth blef- goq.zs: | 
ed Paxl ſpeak of every mouth . e's i 
|} log ltopped. It was the fault 
f our firſt Parents, to open their 
nouths' in excuſe of their fault , 
bis fin is too too much heredita- 
. F),and. followed by their children, 
Wit the Text ſheweth an excellent - 
« 38 2, Lay 


The ready way 
2, Laying the hand. on ti; 
mouth. 1s to teſtifie , that he wh 
hath thought evil 5 hath his hea 
ſo full of ſorrow for his ſo think 
ing, that he cannot eaſily vent | 
As ſmiting on the thigh,, and 
laying the mouth 1n_ thedulſt , 
laying the hand on the mouth 
(as one ſaith ) a penitential gulf 
ſture;thus we may underſtand tt 
phraſe of Job,where the holy m: 
having acknowledged himf 
vile (even to wonderment) pre 
feſleth his purpoſe to lay his han 
on his mouth , as_betokentng th 
depth of his jaar harem ag | | 
OL . As the poſture under coniil 
Ko inpo- acdolon Jenceeth the depth 
: were ,.el ſelf-abaſement, ſo it withall d 
0  Noteth the height of ſhame, 2 
-.confund1 thus the phraſe 1s uſed, where til; 
- 1." Lord telleth us, that 7/72e} ſhall! 
= confounded, and never open It 
mouth more. becauſe of her ſhan 
© - , When he ivpacified towards he, 
 Jobza1.s. Thus Job bids his ſmall nyt 1 
"I Be (NC 


* Job 40. 4. 


fo prevent $79, 

jr hands on their mouths ( for 
ne that they had ſo miſplaced 
ic words ,) and be aſtoniſhed. 
e fin entred into the world, 
1-like ſhame hath been' one of 
beſt attendants, and it is that 
ich aggravateth the injuſtice of 
 pnjuſt,he knoweth no ſhame. ; | 
hath not ſo much of the colour rc 
rertue,as bluſhing 15, to be ſeen 
him. 

2, As laying the hand on the 
uth looketh forward, fo it 


deth forth a anng and ſtop- 


It fin <4 Principiis 
obſta. 


10 bg of ſins progreis 
de 1ts way Into the thought, it 4. 
igh time that ſuch a bad be- butch 

ming ſhould be withſtood, that Annotat. 
ch a Edkarvica ſhould be cruſh» 

I in the egg. When ob had 

'd , he would lay bis hand on his job 45. 

wth ; that we may better reach 4-5- 

" meaning, he addeth, Once have - - 

ſpoken, yea twice, but 1 will pro- 
ed no further , that is, to ſpeak 
s he had done) that he-under- 

ſtood 


s be Ready Way. | | 

ſtood not,things too wonderful 1 
him, which he knew not. $j 
the heart will quickly be-; 
break out of the mouth, if iti 
not oppoled 53 and therefoll 
there muſt be ariſing againſt t 
firſt rifings of it. It is jp 
than enough,that there hath beiſh; 
2 a thinking of evil, all care muſt 
az” hadthatit be not ſpoken , or 
a in practice. 


, | 
J ! 


The reaſons or reaſonablene 
. of this Dodrine I 
now touch on. . 


1, Thought- ſins are the imm 
diate iſlues of original fin, 
Thought-ſins are ( as one phr: 
(ethit ) the Rewberzs of mans c0 
rupted nature,the ſtrength therqill 
of appeareth in them, The $p 
rit ſpeaks expreſly,that out of th 
heart ( not as created, but as coi 
rupted) proceed evil thoughts: 
theſe proceed firſt, Secipg , 


Mat: T J He 
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|Wt when one of thefeftreams 1s 
oMWhe , the filthy fountain may 
ſeen In it, ſhall not this fight 
tc ſorrow and ſhame? Seezng 
foi inbred enemyis at work, we 
Wd need with might and main to 
"Wit i, eſpecially conſidering 
l. jat follows. | 
i. The worſt of other fins are 
Wt: iſſues of thought-ſins. 
When evil thoughts have pro- 
ded out of the heart,then from Mat.15-19. 
em do proceed murders, adul. 
ies, yea, and blaſphemies. _ 
The greateſt aCtual evil. that 
er man committed was firſt a 
tle thought, Thoughts are to 
ie ſoul, as boughs areto a tree, 
We fruit of a tree grows immedi- 
ely on the boughs, and ſo the 
tions and outward works which 
efrom the foul,;do flow immedi- 
ely from the thoughts. Surely. 
nenthereis all reaſon , when we 
ave thought evil, that we ſhould 
Tthwith be humbled, and be- 
Wu: R _ ware 


nn 1 | The Ready Way © 


ware of any further proceſs 
who knoweth what-evil an: 
thought may bring forth ?] 


el truly obſerved, that ſinis adi]. 
SeeDocttor 


Do and when it 1s acting (if not of 
Mortificay Vented) It would act to its 8; 
tion, molt; every wrathful thou 


tends towards murder, andeves; 
unclean thought would be ad. 
tery. 5" __ 
The reaſon which I ſhall na 
laſt I might have named firſt. 
3. The order which is given 
the Text, was given from Heave 
Layivg the hand*on the mount 
when evil 1s ariſen in the heart, 
coutie which hath Gods Con 
mand for its footing. Shall nc 
we obſerve what God appoint 
Shall not our wills in obeying fol 
low Gods will in enjoyning ? k 
was the man after Gods heart, wi 
fulfilled all bis wills, We hav 
violated Divine laws in thinking 
evil, and ſhall weadd injquityt: 
iniquity? Shall we ſlight Divine 
| 7 ; | aut 


_ Fo prevent Sm. 

\Withority further in neglectiog 

| Wt abafing of our ſelves, that re+ 

Ming of our fins, which under 

oi notion of laying our hands on 
ur mouths 15 required? Surely 
xe words which God ſpeaks are 

" Wpirit and life , and to thoſe of 

Wi, who conſcientiouſly comply 

nth this word, eminent power | 
inſt fin will be communicated. Ifai. 49. 
They who herein wait on the '* - 
ord ſhall regew their ſtrength. © 


The good Lord help you and 
me to make a right applica- 
tion of this Point, andtolay 
to our hearts : 


M i- That fin.is of an exceeding Fit tnfe- 
odjous nature. SG 

M 518 when 1t 1s but framing or 
;Mizſhioning in the thought of a 
Mpcrion, 1s (as you have heard ) 
Fo=atterof the deepeſt abaſement. 
vin admitteth of' ſeveral degrees, 
Yd the very leaſt and loweſt de- 

# '  gree 


| greeof itheſpeakeththe ſwell, 
up of godly ſorrow,to a very greifl.; 
* James height. Not only fin when it | 
1:15 *Eperfected and put into outwar 
See Dick- at, but when 1t is conceived inlfl 
fn ins. the heart, is bitterly to be bewail 
nn... 
Oh that I could, and when if; 
cannot, that God would ſhew fi 
to Readers in its own colours, that 
they might dread approaches tolls. 
and {hun the appearance of ſuc 
 anevil! 
\The ſe 2, OurDivinesare in the right 
_ —— who maintain againſt the Papilis,ſ 
ite Dove- that concupiſcenice , Inſt, or the 
nontium in firſt motion and ſtirring of thelſl 
4 P heart towards that which God 
F hath forbidden, is fin. An evil 
thought ( though the Soul do not 
"give its full conſent to the evil 
which is thought) hath in it the; 
nature of tranſgrefiion,and not off, 
affliftion only. 
' I. The Commandment of God 
3s exceeding broad , and _ : 
ene 


#0 prevent 'Cim. -" = 4 
the moſt ſecret thoughts and: mo-. 
tions of the heart.. As.0ne Gom- 
mandment doth ſay in ſo: many 
words, Thou ſhalt not luſt, fo all 4 
the Commandments , which do A 7:7: 
expreſly forbid the aRing of: fin, 
do virtually and by. conſequence 
Wforbid that thinking of it, which 
bath any tendeney to It.. . ed 
2, Luſt, concupiſcence, or the c, ;;5, 
Wiclt ſtirring of the heart finwards, Cur mor- * 
ſuch an evil as is to be mortified. rare 
If it hadin it only the nature |of golusnon 


Whtfering , and not of fin; .it was fic ” os 
then to be endured, and not'to be {1.. 2 


| ſolet. Dg+ 
abhorred. _ 


- 3. . We may from my Doctrine The third 
xe informed of one, reaſon, why rence. 
ns prevalency over perſons Is {a 
rreat. There are not a few that 
Fake large complaints of fin, and - 
eemingly ſtrong vows agaiaſt it, © - 
rho yet lye lamentably under the 4 
Wower of it. This ſovereign Re- 
; <dy which my Text preſcxibath, 
: by too 'to00 few applied. .Fhe 


a : . 


_ 


Thefourth 
Interence. we thould all be found with ounſif 
.» Hands on our mouths. I mean, 


The Ready way. 
thoughts of ſin(ot finofthoughts) 
the.moſt make light of. Theſe 
are counted (as the Papiſts ſpeak) 
- venial fins,ftns, which it they need 
a pardon, will: obtain one of 
courſe, or without ſerious asking 
it. -Sm isa fire which will burn 
down to the nethermoſt hell, and 
the ſmoak of it ſhould be trem- 
bledat. It is a Serpent which will 
ſting to eternal death, and at the 
- firſt view it ſhould be fled from, 
Whileſt perſons do play upon the 
hole of this Aſp . 
_ mouth of this Eockatrices den, 
whileſt they hug this Traytor 


© Intheir boſomes, and pleaſe them: 


ſelves with the thoughts of it, it 
hath (and will have) dominion 
over them. M 

4. Surely there's great ground 


that we fhould be found freely 
and deeply humbling our ſelves. 
 We'cannot poſſibly be unturnily 


=_ 


and on the 


Wh. 


 » f0 prevent. $in. 
ed with matter for mourning,if al 
evil thought be ſufficient matter 
for it. The more to_affe&t our 
hearts , let our eyes. be fixed on 
three particulats. | 
1. Ourevill thoughts have been 
various: - | 
- 2. Ourevil thoughts havebeen 
PUmerous. 
/ The evil which hath been 
in our thoughts hath not ſtaid or 
ſtopp d there. 
1. Have we not broken both \ 
the Tables of Gods Law, yea,and 
the feveral Commandments of 
vt = Tables in our thoughts # 
N- Have we wholly *eſcaped 
t Aeheiſin in our thoughts 2 What 
oothe thought or heart-language of 
he Fool ( of him who: hath no 
nofflwiſdom to ſalvation) Is, weare 
uplinly told , God 2s God (as 
earchably and Inconceivably 
eat and good) # not in all his 
thoughts. His inward thoughty 
[the + thoughy which he would 


| ' 18 «The Ready Way 
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faineft haveto be true ) 1s, that 


S$1.50,2; there is no ſuch God.” Did not 


perſons think that God was ſuch a 


partake with Adulterers, eat and 
drink with the drunken,and ſay to 


their Gold, thou art our hope. 


Sure Fam, fundry of Gods choice 
Servants would kiſs the feet of 
him that could aſſure them, that 
no Atheiſtical thought fhould ever 
ariſeja them , or be thrown 1nto 
them. To them: thoſe thoughts 
are matter of abhorrence , which 
others trouble not at. 

2. Have we not thought fome 


of "the Inſtitutions and appointed 


wayes of Gods Word unneceflary, 
unprofitable and wearifom 2 Have 
wenot faid in our hearts , It js10 
vain to ſerve God, apart fromo 
thers, fn ſecret Prayer, Meditat:- 
on and Self-examination,: and 4 
partners with'others in Morning 
 f{ervice, in Church-ſervice. If the 
Table of the Lord be not con 
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| Mal. 3» I 4z 
15. 


one as themfelyes, they durſt not. 


—— —- _— 


to prevent $72. 
temptile to us, do wenot live, 
as if we could well tive without 
It £ 
3. Have not the ſervices which 
we have performed to God been 
attended with much- diſtraction ? 


Have we not ſung one thing , and Aliudcas 
to, aliug 


thought another thing. Some have 
ſaid, that notwithſtanding the 
multitude of Sacrifices 1n the 
Temple , there never came Fly 
there, but ſad experience tells us, 
that it is otherwiſe in the Temples 


of our hearts. Oh the flyes of 
roving thoughts,that have buzzed 
and been buſie there , whileſt fpi- 
© ritual Sacrifices have been offered! | 
' Thus far we have taken Gods Mat. r5.g 
Name in vain,and worſhipped him 
Mm yain , our hearts which ſhould 
have been broken ones, have been 
cloven ones 3 we have brought the 4. 
lame, and the torn, andoffered it ** 0 
to God as ſacrifice. J; 
5. Have we not found.our own 
pleaſures on Gods holy day , and 
"LB D 3 - that 


20 _ "THe Reany Way, 
| that eminently in the thoughts 
ni.c2.13, Which we have then entertained, 
| which have been, 1f not unlawful 
on other dayes.,, yet unſutable to 
that day? Haye we not thought 
what others have ſaid? When 
+35. will the new Moon be gone , and 
the Sabbath? Have not earthly 
thoughts gotten early admittance 
into our Souls? Hath not this been 
one of the wayes whereby Satan 
hath ſtollen the Word heard out 
of our hearts, by filling us with 
thoughts about affairs of another 
nature. | 
5. Are weall clean from ſedi- 
tious thoughts againſt our Ru- 
lers,when they have (as we judg-. 
ed) held an hard hand over us? 
Some ( as I acquainted you ) 1n- 
terpret the Text eſpecially of an 
evil thought of this nature. The 
ccie!. 19: King may be by ſome ( not with- 
*....._ out their grievous fin ) curſed 10 
2 more ſecret Room than that of 
their Bed-chamber, Have we 


__—_-} 


— 


0 
( 


| 


not thought hardly of our Parents _ ., 
for their chiding and ſmiting' ys, 
when deſerved by us? Have. we 
paid them the honour of inward - 
reverence, 'as well as outward _ 
obedience 2 Have no Children in ritiue's 
their thoughts or wiſhes reached t* diem, 
at their Parents eſtates over, their *©* 
heads? te 

5, Have notthoughts of a fu- 
rious wrathful nature ariſen in us 
upon ſmall neglects and provoca- 
tions £ Have not we, who thould 
have been to occaſions of anger, 
as wet moiſt wood is to ſparks , 
hardly kindled; been as dry tinder 


'isto them , quickly on a flame? ; 5am, 
David himſelf was a great Offen. 22 
der,as he afterwards ſaw, when he 


Nabal's harſhneſs to 


PUT ph, . 
nd © 


"Bs 7, Have _ 


4 _—_ 6 Th Cady Way 
BY 7. Have we not made provifi- 
.. on for the fleſh , to fulfil theliſts 
Do. thereof? Have we not ſent out 
vr Goed- OUr thoughts, as * Caterers to 
ones, TELcD In. matter for the gratifying 
dughts. | | 
- of our corrupt defires? ' The 
Adulterer, who waiteth for the 
twilight, that he may commit his 
uncleanneſs, doth at mid-day de- 
file his ſpirit with muſings thereon, 
Have young Perſons kept their 
breaſts as well as their beds unde- 
filed ? | 5 
'- 8. Have none of us been plea- 
ſed withthoughts of getting gain 
over the left fhoulder? Have we 


been put in purſe, though upon 
over-reaching our Brother, or ta- 
king advantage of his ignorance 
to make him 'an hard bargain? 
Have we not with delight heard 
of damage that hath befallen'fuch 
who have injured us £ Have we 
not envied the outward : welfare 
of wicked men,as if God had been 


not thought that won which bath 


Over- 


to prevent Sin, 23. 
Werſeen in beſtowing ſo much Pl. 73, 
1n them. 2 oF © an Me 
q, Have we not too ſoon re- 
yed and entertained in our 
ughts evil reports, which have 
*n raiſed of others? have we 
t rather through uncharitable- 
x; believed them true at firſt 
ring , than out of charity ſu(- 
ded our belief, till the truth 1 Eor-; 4.5 
reof hath been made apparent? 
hen others. gifts and good parts 
ve been praiſed, have we not 
ought amiſs of it, and ſecretly 
hed they had not outſhone us ? 
ye we not thought meanly of 
ir betters in Grace. becauſe in 
rdly eſtate we have ſomething 
ertopped them? As 
10, Have we not thought our 
ves ſt1}] on thewrong ſide, or 
Wt of the right place? Have we 
t with Abþab thought that Na- 
ths Vineyard lay ſoccommodi- 
ly for us, that we could not be 
eale except it was purchaſed # 
= Haye 
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Have we not conceived diſc 
tent, becauſe we apprehended it! 
{ejives ſhort as to ſome outwMi: 
convenience ? Have not ſome be 
under a ſpice of Hamarn's diſcalll; | 
whoſe honours and abundarhls 
ſignified nothing to His conteſr 
ment , whileſt 2ordecai the ]Wer 
was In the Kings gate 2 Was io 
Jonah ( as ſome ſpeak ) a (tra 
wan of a good man, a yery gli 
of humours, who was. in af 
jonah4- againſt God himſelf,for his mer 
ful diſpenſation,and preferr'd thl' 
Þoor bulineſs of his own rep 
before the lives of the Inhabut; 
of Nizeveh that great City ? 
If we had but finned once 
gainſt every Command 1n ffi 
thoughts , we ſhould think ule 
Hnning did abews beſpeak our 
row, ſure then our ſorrow 15m 
required , ſeeing that our © 
thoughts have been numero 
| yea, innumerable, Who can 
 Phil.19.z ſearching fully find out and uy 


Eh, 5. 13s 
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6d all his errors in thinking £ 
Wititudes, multitudes, of theſe 
is have. compaſled us abour , 
ty are .more than. the hairs of 
a heads, they abound in our 
aſs, and if our eyes have been 
efflritually anointed, we have ſeen 
m there 2s we ſee Moats 1a or 
\the Sun : This ſtring I may 
uch on again, and therefore 
xeed to ſhew, in order to the 
aking.of mine own and others 
arts, 
That much of the evil which _ 
th been in our thoughts hath 
tbeen (taid there, but hath been 
ought forth in our expreſſions 
d actions. | From thefe Cocka- 
ices eggs have fiery fiying Ser- 
ents been hatched, actual trapnſ-. 
fſ10ns, the ſtage whereof hath 
Witred into our fouls. Haye nor 
Foe of our evil deeds received 
ch fearfu} aggravations, that the 
ord may - charge us; to have 
one as evil as we gould 2 Haye Je: 3.5- 


— 


The fifth 
Inference, 


laying their, hands 


thoughts. W hat they will ſcarce 


The Ready Way. 


they not been as ſcarlet, yea, re lol 


Anmoa? :- -: AT 

Tf our hearts be'not like a pighh 
of the nether Milſtone, the car 
deration of the extream ſtnfuloWi 
of our thought-fins will fetch o 
hands to our mouths; and that 
might be: an Inſtrument in tm 
hand of God to work upon 
moſt hard-hearted, I ſhall coo 
with the rod of reproof to leveriſhi 
ſorts of perſons. 

1. They are juſtly reprovec 
who, though as guilty of. thin 
ing evil as others, are fo far fro 
on the 
mouths, that they open them 
Plead for (at leaſt to excuſe an 
extenuate) their. guilt, as if ſh 
was inconfiderable. What fa 
they, It was but in thought tha 
we have offended; ſuch Moat 
the Lords eye will over-look : LW 
them know from his Word, th! 
his thoughts are 'not 'as the! 


all 


zo prevent Sin. | 
Yloffences, he doth expreſly call Prov 6.18. 
minations, and reckons an *5*%: 
Gt that deviſeth wicked ima- 
ations , as one of the ſix things 
Which he hateth. 
2. They alſo fall deſervedly 
der reproof, who inſtead of lay- 
p their hands on their mouths, 
When they have thought evil,open 
Weir mouths to ſpeak of their 
ithoughts, 1n a rejoycing way. 
he poor rich Fool mentioned 1n. 
x Goſpel,who had had covetous 
uShoughts within bimſelf , could 
"Wot hold ', but-declares his great 
-Wclpns , which when be hath ac- 
Wompliſhed, he will ſing a requzens 
Wo his Soul, allthe while reckon- 
Woe without-his Hoſt,and not fore- 
Wecing how ſoon his life and plea- 
Fant choughts were to periſh. 7t 
# naught, it is naught, ſaith the 
yer, who would beat downthe ©£9v-20+ | 
price of a commodity;bat when he © 
# gone he boaſteth. They that are 
lenfaal 'are apt to glory in their 
| ſhame, 


| 


Prov. 4.16, 


- ſhame, and'to ſay we will fillt 


+ would fit his own head bette 


"oo 
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ſelves with ſtrong drink, andÞ*t 
morrow ſhall be asthis day, a” 
much more abundant. _ Ic 
| Laſtly, The laſhof reproof (#7 
leth upon thoſe, who, when. th{Þ'* 
have conceived in their though('© 
ceaſe not till they have brougif 
them forth,and put them in exe 
tion. ' Some ſleep. not except thip" 
have done miſchief, their ſleep 
not ſoſweet, till they have reve" 
ged themſelves of ſuch'who han 
croiled them; Simeon and Ll" 
herein. ſhewed themſelves brea* 
thren in iniquity, not ſtopping til 
their fierce fiery wrath had cor 
ſumed all the men of $&hechen 
Abſalom thought the Crown 


than his Fathers, and this vilt 
thought he purſued till Divine 
Juſtice ſtopp'd him. David'him- 
felt went too far towards cutting 
off Nabat's Family, and avenging 
himfelf with his own hands, wag 

4 Dat 
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What theſe reproofs may take _ 
replace, and that evil, whileſt 
Mhought,may be more lamented 

] reliſted, the enſuing Confide- 
(Fions- are prefented as conſide- 

"y | | 
You can never evidence that 

ou have-real and ſpecial Grace, 
of! you have a; prime regard unto 
"Fur thoughts. _This 1s one of 
pl Touchitones of true! Conver- 

800. The true Convert forſakes +, 
ot only his wicked way, but alſo. 

Ws former thoughts, and to this '' 
Mourſe are wicked ones directed Hai. $9.97" 
81 the Finger and Spirit of God, 2 | 

tistruly ſaid, * He that is Saint * yi... c,, 
MW thought , heis aSaint indeed. 7! 

WM thoughts of the righteous are Prov.r.c | 
Wi:ht: But he that is. heedleſs 
Svhat he thinks, hath the black 

brand of unregeneracy upon him. 
When the: people of '1/#ael walk- 
edafter their own thoughts; their 
Way was not good, There are 
Principles that are-ſhort of rege- 
1 neration, 


ve Ready way 
neration, Which may reſtrain ofa0c 
from open and external evils. {Wb 
awe and Jaw of-men may ch; jk 
their hands, whoſe hearts are ſnd 
changed. ' He may be tender WT. 
his own diſgrace., who is not teſt 
der of Gods diſhonour. Educl% 
tion and. Examples may have 
great influence upon. mens ou: 
wardcarriage. Jehoaſh demeandW* 
himſelf . civilly whileſt Jehojad$' 
| Eopitatio- W2S NS Tutor« Good words ap" 
nis pznam aCtions may-be counterfeited, buf! 
- nemo pa- the projects of tha Heart lye nolfil 
titur. A, 
| Rogers on Within the walk. of humane Ju 
| Luke 2. ſtice. Men ſufter 'not in thel9 
lawer Courts .meerly for theilf® 
thoughts, theſe things of a mailff 
knoweth no other man immedi 
atelyz and therefore thought 
have ſomething of peculiarity it 
| them to diſcover the bent and by: 
Prov.23.7 as of the 1nward man,and as a wail 
thinketh 1a his heart, ſois he. 
2. As light as many make | 
evil thoughts, It is very evident 
| ( and 


2 Kings 
I2. - 1 
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and hath been hinted) that 
What they ſeem to want of other 


ils, as to their weight , is over 


| nd over made up as to their num- | 
cr, It is faid of 4bolah , That 82zek.:g; 
eſe multiplied ber whoredomes in "9 


idling to remembrance the dayes of 


Wr youth, wherein ſhe had played 
ebarlot, Thought-fins may be. 
MWopcedily and frequently repeated. 


J& that never hath his hand in 


is Netghbours blood ; may hate 
Win , and ſo murder him many 


ines Over. If men ſhould come 


Ware an evil thought to a little 


land, yet they may know, that if 


ſl! their evil thoughts : were laid 
Mogether , they would make a 


hole Mountain of this ſand , 


Wand how heavy mult that needs 


be, « 


\ 


3. It may not prove ſocaſie as 


jolt imagine to obtain the pardon 
Wot thought-fins. gimor Peter ur- 
Fea _ ey. if per- 


61 the.thought of bis hears may he 


ass. 2s | 


x ne 
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forgivenz which implyeth,that g 
all the great evi] whereof tha 
Sorcerer was guilty, the though 
of - his hexrt was jn ſome ſor® 
greateſt 3 and withall that it waff® 
an huge hazard , tt was at a per 
q | haps, whether that thought of by 
| heart fell within-the compaſs of 
pardon, Certainly wicked me 
thoughts are inthis reſpe& mon 
wicked,becauſe natural conſcience} 
| doth leſs gainſay them , and corfÞ* 
. , —- rupt nature doth more delight in 
 -  — them, they being (as harh beet 
touched ) its firſt-born. 

_ 4. It evil thoughts be not mat 
ter of your humiliation,they wil 
| be matter of condemnation. Eve 
10 this life the Lord doth not fel 
dome bring upon people the bit 
ter fruit of their thoughts 
' When he reſolved to deſtroy mar 

from the face of the earth, hai 
rendreth this as one reaſon of hi 
/Geri, 6.;, reſolution, Every imagination of 
. the thoughts of \'mans heart was ou!) 

FI $ e010 
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vil continually, This we may 
rite of, that forbearance of thoſe 
whom evil thoughts lodge, 
xill be no acquittance of them. 
The ſecrets of men ſhall be pro- wm 
-Minced and laid open. He who car. 52. 
ill bring every work into judg- lf. 
nent, will therewith proceed up- 
neveryecret thing. Two ſorts, Male judi. | 
Wi things, God will be ſure to 574+ 02D 
udge, things that on earth were +. Bur- 
iſ-judged ," and/things "which gon the | 
here were. not Judged; Will Hu Re 
ot mens faces gather blackneſs, 
nd their hearts be filled with hor- 
vur, at the great day, if all their 
vil thoughts be: charged” -on 
hem 2 // + a ATI 
- Suppoling and hoping that 'the 
ecurts of: ſome will ſmite them, 
faoſe -hearts uſed-'/to. entertain 
MWioughts of the worſt ſort, with- 
ut remorſe, yea; with delight.,and 
What they begin tocry-out' ,, What 
[8%]! we do £ What courſefhonld 


eons in our cafe rake? 1 ſhall | 


Pal. 139, 


3&9 Jo» 


- mourning be free, full and ca 
ſtant, not a fitt only, but a fran 


leave with them the enſuing Jl 


thoughts lead youto the ſpring 


 FourſeJves right in the account 
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rections. e's $6 
1. Humble your ſelyes as j 
the ſight of the Lord , who hai 
ſeen your evil thoughts afar of 
even when they were but fill 
forming and conceiving, Pull: 
your mouths 1n the. duſt, ſee 
there 1s yet hope. Let you 


That you may nouriſh your ſol 
row , let the ſtreams of e 


your molt evil' and polluteſhip 
earts3 cry out, that you are uh 
clean, unclean, guilty and filth 
beyond exprefiion. Oh wretched 
menand women that you are, 
reaſon of a whole body of it 
whereof evil muſings are men 
bers? _ rY 

2. Do not imagine that yc 
cah 1n the leaſt by your great - 
ſorrows, ſervices or ſufferings, ſt 


= #o prevent Sin. 
'Whe Law and Juſtice of God. Can 
She poor finite payments of your 
tears anſwer the demands of Gods 
Wifinite Juſtice, which by your 
hinking evil you have engaged 
Wozinſt you? It was not waſhing 
n 4banah and Pharphar, Rivers of 
Damaſcus, tiiat could cure Naewar 
f his Leproſie. Neither can any 
h waters as your Weeplngs 
though very good in their pro- 
per place) cure your ſouls and 
free them from the guilr of fin. 
our unrighteouſneſs makes you 
to need a Mediatour z your own 
iphteouſneſs ( if ſet up in the 
place of this one and only Media- 
tour) makes you uncapable' of 
bevefit by him. All yourrighte- See Av- 


cuſneſſes are but as filthy rags, if LI 


)mpared with the exaCtneſs of Evangeclif] 


theLaw and firſt Covenant. Can 91 Juſlifi- 
cation, * 


gs cover. you ? Can filthy rags 1; 7; « 
eanſe you ? """_ 
3. Run, yea, fly to theRefuge 

itt before you. Cleave to. and 

Kos C3 claſp 


eaay't Vays | 
claſp the arm of Faith about: th;; 
Eord Jeſus Ehriſt , and preſeniſhx 
your ſelves to his Father through h 
him. He never thought amiſs, 
and he hath made ſuch complea 
ſatis faction for thoſe who have; 
thought amiſs, that upon their 
union to him, and intereſt in hi 
merit, they ſhall be acquitted. 
His bldod cleanſeth thoſe who by 
conſent and covenant are his pe: 
culiardnes ,-from all {ins, and ſd 
from thought- fins. Whereas:con-W 
vinced humbled perſons, becauſe 
they have multiplied fins of thar 
ſort, are apt toquſtion, whether 
upon their forſaking them, they 
ſhall find mercy 3 he hath- given 
them aſiurance that he will abun- 
- dantly pardon, and thar as thefſ 
Heavens are (higher than the 
Earth ,-ſo are his thoughts higher 
[than their thoughts. 
4. Wait and beg hard that tbe 
bleſſed Spiritt'of God would. re-fſ 
new you 1n the ſpirit - of. your 
CG EN” bh winds, 
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Winds, and having rettewed you, 
What he would reſt upon you. 

houghts and muſings docalkthe 

ind Mother. Whileft there 1s 

n evil treaſure, there will be- a 
<W:ioging forth of evil thoughts. 
If the root be unholy, ſuch will the 

ranches be. Till the mind be 
Mound and pure, the thoughts will 

x rotten and impure 3 till the 
"Kind be humble and heavenly,the 
Wrevailiog thoughts - will be 
Scoud and earthly : And until the 

heart-be the Temple wherein'the 

Holy Ghoſt doth reſide and reign, 

rain evil thoughts will lodge 

within you. 

[ thall in the laſt place apply my 
"MDodrine to thoſe, who though 
Mtiey have daily and ſad experi- 

Mence of their offending in thought, 
\ they can ſay, and fay truly, 
that 2 

Vain thoughts are intruders,and 
Wot Invited and welcome gueſts 5 Pal, 119. 
F'iough they have them, get they 

ESE. Q4 ©. hate 


Mat.12.35«. 
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\ hatethem, and dare not harboy 


them 3 though they ſometim 


ma through their hearts ; the 


make a through- fare,andfp'e 


dare not lodge them at any time: 


they have a prime care of -thei 


firſt and Jaſt, their morning andi8i 


2 worthy: one pfafed it ) ſhut 
'their hearts with a golden bolt, 
when they ſleep, and open 
them a a (ilver key when they 
awake, they are afraid of think- 
ing their own thoughts on Gods 
holy day , they make conſcience 
of keeping their hearts above 3ll 
keeping, and withall have reſpe@ 
agto this, ſo to all the reſt of Gods 
Commandments. 

Such perſons as I have laſt de- 
ſcribed , may and ſhould chear 
themſelves, and whileft they do 
well im their huwiliations, they 


evening thoughts, they would (as 


thoſe dejeQtions which lead to de- 
{poration 


1. Wherein 


ſhould not do ill in giving way to 
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1. Wherein their caſe is ſad, 
yet it is not ſingular. Evil was 


If reſent with blefled Paul, even Rom. 7, | 


when he would do good. Holy ' 
David, who hated vain thoughts, 
irfldid not ſay-that he had none of 
dlihem. As the Fowls came down 
upon the Carcaſes , when theFa- 
either of the Faithful was ſacrifi- 
\Mciog , ſa do flying and wandring 
thoughts come down upon, or riſe 
Mio in the ſpicits'of the faithful, 
.Muvbileſt they are offering ſpiritual 
dacrifices. 
M 2. Though others thought-fins 
EW are more and{greater than theirs, 
jet they are without a fight and 
ſence thereof ; their thinking evil 
s fin , but their bewalling and 
watching againſt evil thoughts, is 
from Grace, A, room 1s as full of 
duſt in the night as in the day, but. 
It is the day or Sun-light that 
makes diſcovery thereof : The 
 heaxgs of godly Mourners abound- 
ed With vain and vile thoughts, 


ready way 
whileſt they were in their unre 
generacy, but their groaning un 
_derthem; and going tothe God off 
Grace for power —_— 
( other things being ſutable there 
ta ) 1s aconfequent of their rege: 
ACFATIONG 
- 2,” Though - evil thoughts do 
now attendand diſturb them, yet 
he Lord” hath provided a ſtate: 
'+ hereta' they ſhall be wholly rid 
of them. ' Heaven 1s that privi- 
ledgedplace, wherenothing, no. 
thought that Is unclean, can enter. IW. 
| The ſpirits of juſt men are there M" 
made (in allpoints ) perfect. 4 
'Becauſe comfort and duty-go 
beſt: handiin hand,and it is by ſun- 
dry obferved, that the fame word 
in the Greek doth fignifie both; 
though 'T cannot promiſe to any 
that they ſhall never think evil , | 
ſhall-prefent before all you, whole. 
hearts are ſet againſt fuch think- 
ing,feverat helps which (through 
Grace ) will prove highly helptul 
to You, | es ©. Me: 
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ueditate on the inflate Glory Eiel) Help. / 
4 PerfeFion of God ,. who bath 
Wrbidden evil thong FOR 
In Heaven, where the Face of the 
ord 1s moſt ſeen, there is not ane 
rong thought, and certainly the 
ore the heart is under the 
ve and affecting apprehen- 
jons of his Preſence and Exce;- 
icy here on earth, the leſs ca: 
[Mevil thoughts get admittance ini: 
it, God is not in all a wick«d 
nans thoughts, and thereforefin iz _ 
b-much.in them. Shall the thing © 
framed entertain thoughts diſho- 
nourable to him that framed it ? 
Shall the mind work wickedneſs 
vhileſt its Maker ftandeth by ob» 
erving it? Shall you , before 
whom: his goodneſs in his Son 
hath ſo eminently and evidently 
palled, no more fear the Lurd and 
his Goodneſs, thao to give'way to 
thoughts that wander from, and 
war againſt bim ? Job would. not job 111e, 
Wink unchaſtly of a Majd , for 3 
Fear dit, | God 


Second 
- Help. 


I; 
| . 
2 AF 

a” o” { ,1* 
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God ſaw all his wayes , event} 
inward wayes of his heart. 
' 2. Take &@ true mMeaſnre of t| 
exceeding | evil and ſinfulneſs , 
o. 
# It is ſaid of .learniog, . that if if**. 
could be beheld with bodily eyes 
all-men would love it; ſurely if 
fin were ſeen with ſpiritual eyes” 
. all the beholders would loath it, 
How can you find in your heart 
tothink evil,and ſo fin ? Judge of 
the cauſe by the effects. Th 
burning of Sodom, the drownin 
of: the World, the tornients of 
| Hlell Cyea, the ſufferings of the 
 Sonof God) are all the fruits of 
fin. Judge of the Malady by the 
Remedy. The ſtain of one evil 
thought is ſo deep, that nothing 
 ſhortof blood, no blood ſhort of 
that which is called the Blood of 
God (being the blood of that 
Perſon, who was and is God) 
can fetch it out. There is no ſuch 
thing as a ſin that is abſolutely 
Ze bane 
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3 Abandon and abhor that falſe, 
; frequently recited Principle, 
that thoughts are free. 

The Commandment of God is | 
Eexceeding broad , binding the P1196 
 Eaind and 1nward: is fo 
-Mmuch more evil 10 evil thoughts, 
. becauſe they are leſs bewailed and 
. Wrefiſted, And without contro- 
yerfjie one reafon why men ſocaſi- 
ly perſwade themſelves, that their 
thoughts do not dif rome God, is, 
becauſe they ſo highly pleaſes - 
them. - They ſoon believe what ror XEs 
they would have to be true. er. 

4.. Bear fiill in mind the cor- lumus, -* 
raption of your natures, whence evil 
thoughts heave their riſe. - 

This impure ſpring will not run 
leſs (it 1s likely to run more ) 
when you loſe the fight of it. 
This root of bitterneſs is (till rea- 
dy to ſend forth its branches. 
The more you truſt your own 
deceived and deceitful hearts, the RW” 
more you incur the black Ay" OY 
A at os. 2 


S| 


0 


y} There 1s 
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of folly. This ſhould keep y 


6. 


0 TT 
humble, watchful and dependar 'F 


_ on Divine Grace tor healing. T 
Juſt which is in you 15 (till apt t he 
conceive: and bring torth thi 

© which ts -diſhoticurable to God 
your hearts are-not only infeCted.g 
but withall infectious: © | | to 
5. Confider the dreadfulneſs of; 
CS, which for you % 
former evil-thoughts might 1n ju-ſe 
ſtice have been executed on you. WG 

Thewages of ſn #s deaih , evenMy, 
that death which is oppoſed tot 

, eternal life. - That which is due 
to fin, as fin; 1s due toevery fin, 
even-to-thought-fins. Have you 
not already too too often: laid 

out ſelvesin the moiith of ruine? 

f-Gods Patience and Grace had 
not interpoſed , ' you had long ago 

'been 'where the Worm never di- 

eth, but everignaweth. Dare you 

Mill give way. to thoſe'thoughts, 

againſt which the wrati of God is 

revealed @ - 


Jarzes 1. 
I 3,14. . 


| 


WRT ! 
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6. Keep a ſtirif and Hi na F- 4 8 
"Wuerd over your ſenſes. | 

Evil communications ' corrupt | 
ood manners, and draw forth 
(She ſeeds of evil, whichare in the 
Wearts of thoſe who hear them. 

1 Yi you cannot ſtop others mouths 
from vain and vile ſpeeches , yet 
Flop your own ears from giving 
audience to them. Learn at holy 
JÞb,to make a covenant with your Job 3r.x. 
eyes. Pray with holy David, that py, 
God would turn away your eyes "MY 
from beholdig vanity. - What 

tfoops oS evil did enter in by his 

eyes , when he ſuffered thein to 

$3ze on a Woman that was waſh. 2 Sam, 144. 
Ing her ſelf 2 

7. Above all keeping keep your 
Wards. _ 

At the door of every room (or 
faculty) ſet a careful Porter. See 
that the light that is in your un-. 
derſtandings' beclear , re reſent= 
Ing to you, t  gloriou neſs of 
God, the loyelineb of heart-pu- 


rity, 


I 


rity » the hatefulneſfs of filthine 
of ſpirit. See that your men 


ries ſet before you your holy pr, þ 
feffion, and high obligations, th; 
your Conſciences are truly ten,; 
der,riſing againſt the firſt rifings off. 
fo, that your wills ſtand fully benfff, 
towards conformity to God , thaiifc 
Cot. 3.4, Four afteQtions be pitched, an 

fixed on things above. 1 


. 


'\ ,.. -. 0, Get an additionto, andin a 
creaſe of your ſtock, of babitulil; 
—_—__ 7-5-1547, | | 

| The njore ſtrong and yigoroug, 
the new Mao is, thayleſs canlff 
thoughts which are contrary, 

_. thereunto get admittance, When 

35* there is a good treaſure in theſſl 

 heart,good things will be brought 

| forth moſt plentifully, and evil 
_ thingsbeſtifled moſt ſacceſsfully. 
Covet earneſt 3s the beſt gifts, 16 
the higheſt degree of graces at- 
tainable, The more you love, 
fear and delight\in the Lord , the 
" lefs can vain thoughts lodge with-i 
N iQ yous 9, In: 


WMat.t:. 


. fo prevent Sin, \ 4p © 
Y 9. Innre and accuſtom your ſelves 
"208; holy Meditation. 
0 Your thoughts will beat work. 
hind them {t2]! fit edifying ſub- 
Mets to dwell upon. Have you 
* Offot a large field to walkin ? Let 
"0She Attributes, Works and Word 
r f God be much in your minds. 
"Wo ſhall your meditation be ſweet, Pfal.r04. 
Wd you will netther be at leiſure ae 
"Wor, nor yet have an allowance of 
evil muſings. | 
'. 10. Maintain. communion with 
and. dependance on the Holy Ghoſt. 
' Though you are not ſufficient as 
IE of your ſelves to think well, or to 
prevent evil thinking, yet he who i 
proceedeth from the Father and *<%*3'5') 
the Son, to. be a SanQtifher of the 
very thoughts of the heart, is Al- 
ſufficient, ' You may do all things, 
and, in . particular refiſt evil 
thoughts.ſo as to find favour with 
Gd, through the Spiritſtrength- 
F cain2 you. 


- 
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The Ready way 

I am apprehenſive that learne 
and diligent Readers are furniſhe 
with excellent and enlarged Trez 
tiſes about the ardering of thei 
thoughts,yet Iliving near to thou 
ſands,into whoſe hands theſe ela 
borat pieces are not likely to come; 
and belicving' that ſmall: veſſel 


| have their uſe,and that the way o | 


the plain is fitteſt for dim-ſightec 
ones to trayel in, have communi. 
cated theſe flender thoughts 
which I ſhall follow with my pray 
ets,that the Lord, who feeth mens 
thoughts, would help men to ſee 


the evil which hath already beer 
- Itithem, andthe abſolute neceſfityy} 
their Souls ſtand in of being waſh-W 


ed from that wickedneſs, of being 


ſapplied from the free full Grace 


of God in Chriſt Jeſus, that their 


thoughts may carry a ſutableneſs 
to their profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
2nd to theirexpeQarion of glory. 


_ 


| FOR THE 
1 


bh. t_—_e—_—_ 


JTONGUE 


ol © Matthew 12. 36. 
1H But 1 ſay unto your, that every idle 
Nl word that men ſhall: ſpeak, they 


ſhall give account thereof in the 
| day of judgment. 


Fx Entences and Sayings do 

N24 uſually obtain regard , 

. FRNUR according to the wil. 
— dom, worth and antho. .', | 
tity of the perſons that utter ___ 
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them, That this Sentence, witl 
which I have todo, ſhould there 
fore be more regarded, becauſe 
was uttered by the Lord Jeſus 
appeareth evidently, in that h 
uſhereth in his Aſlertion with at 
Aſſeveration, 7 ſay n#to yor. 
I who cannot lye , would hay 
you to receive and write on this ally, 
Aa great Truth; I who am to bl 
your Judge , give you to unde 
ſkfand how ſirict my proceeding 
will bein, judgment 3 I willca 
you tv account, not only for youlf 
notoriouſly evil ations, but with 
.all for all your idle and empty ex 
preſiions. DEteT 
Te 15 father'd upon ſome of tt 
Fathers, that they were ſtartle} 
with-this Text : Oneis ſaidtoc 
St. Augu- OUT., P hich of Goas faithful WA 
| line. doth not Chrift affright when | 
—___ -* ſaith, Thatevery idle word ſhalt 
accounted for > And another 
© St. Anbroſe brought in with theſe words; 1s 
WT ihat maſt give account of ev 


If that word that ſtartled them 
. Wo not ſtir ns, we may fear it is be- 
US-:uſe our hearts are more hard, or 
'Yl:{s under a firm belief. of the 
 IWfiture ſtate, that ſtate to come, 
N which ſhall begin, but ſhall never 
end. Ee 
i The parts or particulars wheree 
Mf I ſhall takenotice are, 
'F 1. A Crimeor Fault ſuppoſed, 
, br which a Bill of Indictment will 
"Whedrawn up, to wit, words, idle 
Molking. 0; : w I 
WF 2. The parties inditable for ,,;_.. 
WCrime, to: wit, Men and Women. dum ke 
© lhe Learned do interpret-this of  _- 1 
TY perſons that live and dye Chriſt- om 
ſs. Though idle words are fins Cradects | 
damnable, ſins in all, yet unto the oo 1 
truly and throughly penitent,who See Cau. | 
have a Mediatqur to ſtand in and fes of de+ 
anſwer for them , who would not P75 
willingly utter one1dle word, fins. 
ſhall not be imputed. \ 
3. The proceeding which ſhall 
| be for this Crime, and on theſe 


= 4 - © . : 
»* > > 
” 


Perſons , They hut give account, 
that is, with grief . and to their 
| ſhame, they ſhall ſo give account, 


d ' as upon giving it to receive that 

Mat.z5> dreadful doom,Go ye curſed : The 

47” cones Antecedent of accounting, is hereſſh 

'his ſecond ( as elſewhere) put for the ſad 

part, Page conſequent of it being condemn- 

595! ed to eternal puniſhment. This 
tended moſt diretly to rouze the 
fleepy Conſciences of thoſe blaſ. 
phemous Phariſees , with whom 
our bleſſed Saviour was now ar- 
ouing. 

4. The time when idle words 
ſhal be found fo extreamly faulty, 
Jn Dez ju- and the ſpeakers of them fo apt. 
_ ly handled ; and that will be 
'Cred. from When time will be no more. - The 
Tn day of account will be that great 
70 7. day, whenthe general Aftizes ſhall 
313 be held, when God ſhall judge all 
| the World of Angels and Men 10 

Righteouſnefs. 
" The Dodtrine to be treated of 
is as followeth, FE 


= s " i ”— $ ” "» 
, e p by s { 


i 4t the great day of accontt idle 

irfgor ds ſpall be accomnted for. 

t, Or thus: 

ol 7dle words do carry in them, ſufft- 

Ment matter for mens eternal con- 

relfliemnation. _ | 

dl My firſt work (hall be to reſolve 

-Mthis Quere , What words are to be 

Refteemed idle worgs ? 

<< Forthe better reſolving of this 

Queſtion. 6 

18 I ſhall firſt remove out of the 

-Mvay that gloſs which (as I with 
others judge ) 1stoo narrow, a 
doth not take 1n the full mind of 
the Lord , and that is the gloſs of 

thoſe who would reſtrain this 


phraſe,if not to malicious and blaſ- W2 vert 
ſoliditate 


phemous words, yet at leaſt to falſe carer, 
and lying words, asif thoſe only 

were ſtruck at under the notion 

of idle or empty words, which do 

want the fifting agd weight of 

truth. IR 

But as ſome eminently learned 

aye noted, IN 
. Ds: We © 


i 


| Þ 
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1. The ſtream of Interpreter 
_ runs quite another way, and they 
judge generally that our bleſſe&\ 
Saviour arguing with the Phariſ 
ſees, doth argue in an aggravating 
videatur way,from theleſſer to the greaterp 
| =_— He lets them know , that they 
| eggeratio- WETE TUnnIng to everlaſting ruine 
' mis genere Tf they had only the guilt of idleſc 
z1dnare, Words upon them, that might (ink 
them into Hel]; and what deM' 
fence could they then make for 
ſuch monſtrouſly evil words aff 
they had uttered, incharging hic 
to caſt out Devils by Beelzebub, the 
Prince of Devils # 

2. Our Saviour ſeems to teach 
them a Doctrine ſomewhat new 
'.- . and ſtrange in the Phariſees 
' Waldonate. Schools. They 1n their Expoſiti- 
ons did ftraiten the Law, but he 


=g came to fulfil and explain it. It 
 Feanes his can ſcarce be doubted, though 
Tecond they were lax, looſe Expoſitor, 
,Þ%", P38® that they thought or taught that 


OP - lyes and blaſpbemies ſhould ge 


the Tonone. © 
ere accounted for. But now our 
efear Lord goes further, and affures 
ſeem in the word of a King (the 
riMiong of Glory ) that they ſhall be 
10ND alled to account for their 1dle cx- 
erYprcfitons. he | 
W tis marked, and is remarkable, 
that elſewhere, . when hewill re- 
Mcover. the Truth from the falſe 
fdoſles which the Phariſees did 
put uqun it, he uſeth the very Pre- 
face which is uſed in this Text, 
WY! 1 ſay unto you. CET 
nll Havingthus cleared my way, I 
eY'ſhall go on to ſhew, © | 
'1. What words are not to be 
charged withidlenels; +4 
2, What words are chargeable 
therewith. FI II EI 
1, All words referring to theſe Negatives 
lower earthly affairs are not to be, V- | 
accuſed as 1dle words. - The Lord, 
who: hath appointed for us parti- 
cular Callings, and hath allowed 
us fix dayes in ſevento labourin,.. , | 
doth as well approve of the la- g, - 
Ba "8 |  boux 


ut . 4 Bridle for” 
bour of our tongues about themWr 
' Onthe 2s thatof our hands. God ſorſſſ 


gabbath bid that even on week-dayes ougji© 


we houll hole diſcourſe ſhould be of adj? 


our own earthly complexton ! we (hould$; 
me: learn of our bleſſed Maſter tofffpiec 
Vat 5%13* raiſe heavenly conference out offi 
earthly occaſions. Yet undoubt-|0 
edly what words \ſoever are requi- f 
fite for the bettcr management offi: 
our lawful trades or buſineſles, we 
ay uſe not only lawfully,but Jau-WP 
dably, The Scripture.recordethW" 
without theleaſt diſallowance the WW 
formalities and paſſages of a pur- WW 
Gen. 23-4, chaſe between Father Abraham I! 
pc... and the Children of Heth, and be- WH" 
Jer.3:.8, tween holy Jeremiab and his Un- Wl 
cles Son. | | 
2. All words ſavouring of great WW 
— civility and courtifie do not juſtly 
fall under the cenſure of being 
iale. Among other duties urged 
\ Pct. 3-3. by the Apoſtle Peter,being courte- 
ous is. one. Our blefled Saviour 


pate25,50 did not ſtickto ſtile Judas Friend 3 


nor 


r 
Ut 


_ the Tonewe. 
or did Saint Paxl (cruple to give 
2 Feitis the title of Moſt noble. aft 26.25 4 
ey, who can, may defend thoſe 
ſual expreſſions of, Your Servant 
ir,Your mot humble Servant,when 
ſed to thoſe for whom -there 15 _ 
cither ſervice nor love ready) I CN i, 
lonot look upon them as 1n that: non ex. 
ſe defenſible. Yet I am clear cludic Bs 
that it 1s for the honour of Chrt- ate 
tianity , when Chriſtians are not Flores page | 
norofe and auſtere, but of affable 7**: 
aviting obliging carriage. 
' 3. All ſpeeches that are recrea- 
tonal,and rend to the chearing of + 
thoſe with whom we converſe, 
muſt not have idleneſs latd to . * 
thetr charge. Sampſon had fundry jugees 14. 
faults,but his putting forth a Rid- 12, 
de to his Companions was none. 
[ know very many needa bridleto 
curb them, not a ſpur to haſten 
them in this particular. | Its not. 
an ordinary thing for perſons to be 
both merry and wiſe at once. 
Jjeſting doth uſually border upon 


fooliſh 


yo - ” - 
16 l © : SH 
Su* / 
—_-, . 


wa. th BY7ALCTTE 
fooliſh talking, and according] 
Fpheſ. 5:4. yt ang boh the Pen of p4 
»:n... doth draw a black line over ther 
eye both; and one of the Fathers 
2b oo quoted as holding Jeſts in thi 
page 297, whole kind abhorrent trom thi. 
390, ne of the col , and _ | 
| . athirming.,' that trifles when int 
+ x ng mouth of a Prieſt are blaſphe,niel 
dotis ſunt Yet I queſtion not, bat pleafanfi 
, _— ſpeeches may carry proftt in them 
Sec Rey- When uſed ſparingly and warily 
| ners Rules Ac Pills may be wrapped up in Su 
_ gar, 1o wholefom adyices and re 
| Rom,x5, proofs may be given to ſome it 
| ++ more delightful language , whe 
would not otherwiſe take them; 
and we may pleaſe our neigh. 
bours ſo far as may be to their pro- 
fit and edification. 
Having ſhewed on what words 
the brand of idleneſs is not to 
be ſet, I fhall ſhew what words do 
deſerve that brand, to wit, 
Words that haveno worth in 
'Wbldrar. them, neither can it be reaſonably 
| expected, 


| 
l 
| 
| 
v 


| Poſitively. 


—— 


gl _ the Tongue. IT 


"Wipetted, that any good effet 

"Fould flow from them. Words PRO 
h nat Are apparently worſe than lam aut <4 
ence 3 words that neither ad- —_ 
he antage him that [peaks DOT them edificatio- 
1 Wbat hear them, A learned man nis nil. 
MW | erved, in mine hearing, many © 4s: 

. Mhears ago, that the Greek word potter - 
tranſlated idle, was uſed among Spwrſtew. 
he Jews to denote the year of me 


releaſe, the year wherein they ay%, 
neither ſowed nor reaped, and 


yithall to fignifie money which 
hy by and brought no profit to 
the owner. Thovgh ſome words. 


Teanes fe- . 


conſidered 1n the general may be J 
counted ndilfecent yet if in Hrs on M 
particular uſe they be not referred 
to ſome good end, if they be not 
1a ſome ſorr needful, or helpftl, 
they will be found 1dle. 
My next work is to evidence, 
that Gods proceeding tn judgment 
againſt perſons for idle words, is 
' very reaſonable and equitable. 


12 
Reaſon, 


See DoCtor 
| Roberts 
upon Pal. 
16.0. 


| Epheſ. 5, 
IG. 


. greifions, they do merit the naulf 


' when in its uſe it 1s directed tc 
| Gods glory. 


_ their idle ſpeeches. Tk which 
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1. Idle words are real traf 


he 


and partake of the nature of in 


and this appears In that, T7: 

I. la ſpeaking them, perlogfl... 
forget Cand do not intend) th... 
hole end , for which they wer le 
created , and created with ſuch 
choice capacity : and ability as th: 
of ſpeaking rs. It is uſually nc 
ted, that the ſame word in the orifi 
ginal which lignifies tongue, dot! 
ſignifie. glory. A mans tongue 
ſhould be his glory and not hi, 
ſhame, and then it is his Yor ; 


| 


2. In idle ſpeaking there 1s no 
| little lofs or mi pending of prect-N 
ous time; that golden ſand Dould 
not run out at waſte. Time 1s not 
tobe waſted, but wared and hus- 
banded carefully. What I have 
ſaid will. ſerve to juſtifie the Al- 
mighty in . his judging men for 


the Tongue. 1 
; fin ( though. men count 1t' a gon. s. 

Woall fin) hath death due to It. ult. 
here 1s moiſture in a little drop 
f water, and heat in alittle ſpark 
f fire 5 ſo there 1s contrariety to 
he nature and will of God in that 

Which is eſteemeda lefler fin. An 
legant Pen hath written, that ſin ns wy: 

y © 
ſo mortal a venom, that theleaſt pity, page | 
doſe of it is deadly. Hell 1s as 140- 
ertainly acquired, and Heaven as 
rTtalnly forfeited by one fjn as 

mmny. 

.W 2. Idle ſpeaking ſpeaketh the 
teart from which it doth orgina- 
ny iſſue to be in a finful ſtare and 
frame. Out of the abundance of Wat.rz.' | 
the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. 3935 | 

E\Words are truly ſaid to be tothe 
teart, What an Index is to a Book, 
they ſhew the principal things that 
are contained In it. Who can $4.4, in | 
contradict him who cried out, If oculo, 6l- | 
there be a Beam of evil: in the \ <p oy 
tongne.there is a Woot im ihe heart ? Ma. þ 
[tis ſaid, T hat difeaſcs ia the body Spurftow. 7 
PR may x 


— — — - 


4s 14 ©eS "© f Briale for 
| . .may be diſcovered by ſpots on th 
| tongue; to be ſure diſeaſes an 
diſtempers of the ſoul may | 
4 thereby ' diſcerned. Vanity ij 
|. o_ *44 ſpeaking is fathered upon (trangſiſÞ* 
d children, upon ſuch as are not (aff 
viongly acquainted with God. 
Reaſon. 2. The ule' of 1dle and vai 
_ ſpeeches doth lay open to, an 
make way for {peeches that 2 
notoriouſly vile and evil. The 
who would have no corrupt cor 
| Eph 425 munication proceed 'out of thei 
mouthes,mulſt take care that thei 
ipegch communicate grace tf} 
thole that hearit. Sinis ( ason 
- Cauſes of Taith) a ſpeedy graduate. Litt| 
| decay, 8 Theeves putin at the window 1c 
SE 1*7* the doors- open to all the-reſ! 
_ "Sin 1s asa precipice or ſteep place} 
omg 8x. Where if weonce begin to fall | 
- n.vdi lo Will not be ealie for us to ſtope I 
£3, P-729- once the tongue belet looſe, Go 
only knoweth how far it will 
'run, 


4, Idl 


- 
"of n 


__ - b is Y *Y 4 . 


"the Tongne. 


. 4. Idle words tend to the hutt 
f thoſe who hear them. The 


iſWcart of fallen man 1s very prone 
0 gather vanity to it ſelf, and vain 
(aſdiſcourle doth greatly further it 
In. that bad way ; it doth draw 
forth that fin , which in the ſeeds 
of 1t before Jay hid. They who 
ome or talk not together for the 
better, do it for the worſe. They 
who gain not by conference,are 1n 
danger to loſe by it. 
iſh From the Doctrine which I 
© have taught we may be informed 
\ in ſundry particulars. | 
If idle words be ſufficient mat- Uſe :-. 
ter for mens condemnation, then Branch x 
idle perſons can (in their preſent , 
[tate ) look for no other then to +: - 
= >< condemned. Why ſtand you all 
the day idle , 3s a queſtion that 
ſhould ſtartle the guilty. The light 
| of nature hath diovered the evil 
of idleneſs. Idleneſs is called the 
Devils Cuſhion ; furely then, they 
that are called to be Saints ſhould - . 
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be afraid to lye or lean on it 
Gen. 2.13, Ada#? when he was in 1nnocenc 
was not to be out of imployment 
Idleneſs was one of'the fins of $9 
rzek. :6, dom. Idle perions do even tempt 
49- the Temwpter. The Sun ſhining, 
| the Heavens moving , the Earth 
bearing, the Waters flowing, do 
all of them accuſe the ſlothful. In 
the ſweat of their faces (either 0 
their brows or of their brains) are 
Se the All men tocat their bread. The 
atls- Gentleman 1sby a moſt neat hand 
Rans Cal- Jead unto the diſcharge of his 
az ; ſhould mind 
: Thel.4. calling. Every one Inould min 
11. his own buſineſs3 and they will 
z Theſ.3. be ſure to be bufie-bodies in evil, 
B who do nothing which 1s good. 
Goſg:1. Standing waters will gather filth, 
glaſs, page and Birds thatare not flying are 1n 
232233 the greateſt danger of being 
ſhor. 
Branch :. An idle lazy way of Religion 
| carrieth matter of cond-nnation 
in the face of it. As thoſe who 
are. negligent In their particular 


" 


the Tongue. 17 


Callings, ſo thoſe who under pre- 

tence of following them ſlight 

(or ate ſlight in) their general 
Calling,are out of the way of life. 

[t is dangerous to ſtand idle elfe- 
where, but moſt dangerous to 
ſtand idle in the Lords Vineyard. wat. 
The Lord will-not own any idle 6 
ſervants. He is for labourers, and 
hotfor loyterers. Where trueGrace 
is, It is.a well of water ſpringing 1, 
up. The very word Religion 1m- . 
plyeth that it is a binder; it bind- &virs | 
tth to duties in Chugch and Fami- ghiu pia. 
hes,to fecret prayer g{Fſearching, Page, 158 
ſerious meditating?” conſtant 4 religah 
watching againſt fin, over the in- 
ward and outward man, to the fil j Cor. If | 
ling up of 'every relation and con- ul. 
dition with proper ſervices. Slug- . 

pith hearts are very unhke towin 
Heaven. F TY 

If idle words are to be con- 

demned in other eaſes, there 1s no 1 
, queſtion but they are to be con- 4 
detnned 1n prayer. Should not: 


| 


John 4: 


.- 
+ 4 4 
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ments words be weighed, wheh 
Eccleſ.5 :. they who-are but duſt and aſhes 
take upon them to ſpeak to the 
King of Kings? Whether perſons 


in prayer uſe the fame words 
which they have uſed before, orſiſ ; 
| 
| 


vary their expreſſions, they ſhould 
Plal. 6:8. ſee'to this,that they pour out their 
hearts unto the Lord , and dont 
Mat. x5. draw nearto him with their lips 
See Do. Only. Though upon extraordinary 
Qor Spur. -occafions prayer may be long con- 
Rearions, tinued in, yet ſtrength-in prayer is 
Page 17, alwayes tg.be preferred before 
3. lengthin r. Faith 1s more cx- 
cellent thatinatural fervour. . The 
"Spirit may help in fighs and 
-groans,when the ſtretching out of 
the voice 1s of little value. 
"HET a; If perſons will have a fad ac- 
count to make for idle words, how 
will they ſtand in judgment be- 
fore God, who Es and.yet 
are notoriouſly guilty of falſe, fil- 
thy, bitter, envious, yea,even blaſ- 
© DREMNOUS. WG Ci. 9, 


a 


Je TONOHEC, 


1. What ſhall be done unto,the ” 
falſe. tongye? How can perſons ha 
anſwer for words which want arrow. } 
truth , when they cannot anſwer gs "4 
for words which want weight ? Fran L 
There are ſome footſteps whereby 14,16, + 
the Devil may be traced in other -98u3 
ſins, but the (in of lying carrieth rar 
the very face of ,the Devil in it. <f#menda 
Lyars do aloud call him Father, **®* 
The Scripture ( which cannot be Johns.44 
' broken ) doth ſhut him that ma- 3 
keth a lye out of the City of God. Ar 
God hath given this teſtimony of 
his Children , that they are Chil- 1, ;., 
dren that will not lye. It was the © 


- 


determinatzon of a Father, That a KS 
; &* $28 venant 

lye ſhould not be told under pre- 6 the 
tence of ſaving a world. Lyes Coloſſians 
| which are called officious , aze 1n- P28 29% 
deed very pernicious. | "1h 
_ 2. How will they look God in 

| the face, who.inure their tongues | 
to filthy, ſpeeches? How far is fil- gpher.s. 
thineſs from being conyentent, or 429. ; 
becoming thoſe who are calledto : } 
£3. 0-8 


\ 
/ 4A 


be Saints * What modeſt language 


otioſus 


or Would people ſpeak,it they would ſWwb 


xehendi- make- Scripture the Maſter and 
ur, qu2n- meaſure of their ſpeaking ? An 
d Mmag13 

wreus & Unſavoury breath doth not ſo 
pxius. much ſhew the unſoundneſs of 
=p thelungs,as obſcene ſcurrilous di- 
we 297, courſe doth ſhew the unſound- 
''' neſs of. the heart. Shall men put 
their mouths into the moſt” noy- 
ſome dunghils ? 

3. Will not they be far from 
making a good defence , who at 
the great day ſhall be charged 
with hard ſpeeches and cenſures, 
and thoſe againſt ſuch who have 
defired to fear God 2 Were ye not 
afraid to ſpeak againſt my Ser+ 
yants, will the Lord ſay? It went 
il] with Children that called the 
Prophet Bald-pate. Bitter words 
are Arrows. that will fall apon 
their heads who ſhoot them. They 
who flander, reproach, and bear 
falſe witneſs againſt their neigh-_ 
bours , will find to their _ 

| # that il 


unm.12.% 


| he” Touglhe, 
hat God hath chains of wrath 
Mybich will hold them;when thoſe 
f | his Commands are broken by 
them, 
4, Do not they heap and trea- 
ure up wrath, whoſe mouths are 
full of curſing,ſwearing, profaning, Z*ci-s: 2, 
nd even blaſpheming the holy * 
Name of God? May not fach 
foreſee a whole roll of Judgments 
coming upon them, yea, flying a-- 
2ainſt them ? ButI go onto a fifth 
loference. 7, | 
Tf idle words ſhall be accounted Branch 5 
for, then the laſt judgment will be. | 
exceeding ſtrict. God will bring ce, th 
every ſecret work into open view, laſt. * 
Sins which now obtain the favour q, . WM 
to be called little, will then appear 23. 
ln their own colours, damnably_ 
'preat. To be ſure, mens faults- i 
will then find them out. Thoſe yudicabie MW 
things which eſcaped mens judg- 4 2 
| ment (hall abide Gods judgment: rodicaty, | 
The fore-thoughts of this have Burgeſs ot | 
driven fome friends and lawful poppy | 
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delights , to ſpend their times in 
dens and wildernefles; I defir 
not that it ſhould have any ſuch 
effe&t on my hearers, but that j 
ſhould drive them to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that not only as a ſhelter, but 
alſo as a Sancttifier ; that he who is 
to be their Judge may be their 
Advocate, Oh that men walked as 
if they-heard the ſound of the laſt 
Trumpet, and the voice of the 
Archangel, ſaying, «Ariſe ze dead, 
and cometo judgment. WE 
6. Seeing idle words are to be 
reckoned for, this will juſtifie th&M 
pheſ.s. $14 Care, and ſtudy, and ſtrictgeſs of 
by © thoſe who are moſt for walking 
wen, Circumſpectly, preciſely, not only 
gh Cr. according,but (as muchas is pol- 
Bacez.Þ ble) uprorule. Should not they 
be afraid of running on the ſcore, 
who are ſure to be called to a 
reckoning. It is a wonder that 
good men are not much more wa- 
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\dered, 


the one. 


The tongue is an huge ſlippery 
niece, It falleth into empty unedi- 
ing diſcourſe before a perſons 
ell aware. It 1s uſually vbſerved, 
that Nature hath ſet a double 
ward upon it, and clear itis, that 
Grace will not leave it unguarded, 
but will guide men to beg of Gog, 
that he would ſet a watch before Pal. : 


their mouthes, and keep the doors 


of theirlips. 


' It is now high time to call wy ,;. IC 


If and others ro. deep humiliati- 


on, as for other offences, fo parti- 
Winlarly for our offending with our 
topgues. Who that hath taken no- 
tice of his words, ſeeth not cauſe 1 
to cry out with ob , Behold I as Job 4o. : 3} 


vile; and with Iſaiah, Wois me, 14 
| are a man of unclean lips. To bring 
'ns ſooner to our knees, beit confi- | - 


Iai.6, 5. 


rt. Our vain words have-been, 


'Maltitudes, Multitudes. Who can Pſaltg: 


anderftarid all his errours of. this. 


; fort? Who can by ſearching find. 


" ” F ? 
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- - out all his trongue-ſlips> 11ſec 
words have - iſſued from us aur 
ſtreams from a fountain. Were nofve 
our childhood and youth vanity if 
ſelf? Have. not innumerable evil | 
of this kjnd compaſſed us aſa! 
bout ? A 
-.. 2. Our fins1n this kind are it 
this reſpect more ſinful , becauſe: 
herein God appeared exceedingiſfie 
mercifu}, in that he created us nor: 
only with that excellent power offi 
_ ſpeaking, but alſo with wiſdomto 
Eorr?P'® order our ſpeech to his honour. 
optimi eſt 2h " ang =" 
'pefima, © What glory might man have given 
b- to-his Creator,if he had kept that 
[1fai,7.ult. government & rule of his tongue, 
 " _ Wherewithhe was firſt entruſted ? 
That our mouths utter yanity, 1s 
'not from our creation, but from 
our corruption. That the thing 
framed ſhould move 1D the leaſt 
to the diſhonour of him that 
| _»  Formedit, this ts a lamentation. 
"28 ..3- Thoſe who have been Gods 
choice ones, have had their bearts 
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> " t, f 
2 . _ =y .Y r Poa 2» 4 . 
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: Ecclef. 11. 
; Laſt, 


WY PO er rOeng hea Tov 14 wo 

eted and afflifted upon this ac- 
unt. Not only Job and 1/4#ab 
ed mainly out for their ſpeak-. 


pamils,but David ſtileth himſelf 


oliſh, and ignorant, yea, a very 73 —y 


aſt for this fault. | 
4. If 1dle ſpeeches be not mat- 
r of our humiliation, they will 
S: matter of our-condemnation. if 
We do not judge our ſelves ; we 
tall be judged of the Lord, yea, 
d condemned with the world. 
5. The Lord hath ſhewed him- 
If gracious to thole, who being 
umbled for their offences of this 
ature, have threugh his Son ad- 
efled themſelves to him. When WM 
/aiah had bewailed bitterly the PET 


incleannefs of his lips, he had af- 111 quibus- | 
lurance given him,that his infqui- 3 diem | 


ilum rc- 


ly was taken away,and his fin pur- gig fue--} 


zed. Neither is it the ſcope of that rint verds 


terrible Fext, with-which I have 


| . LF. nt, Crads 
lamenting , ſelf-diſclaiming , and from x. - 


* , 
Gs. Ri 


ono ra-: + 
” "T \” tionisloco, 
to doyto drive perfons from God, remiffio- 


but to drive themina way of ſin- 2m adfe- 


Sayiour--Brug 4 
"y ' 4 
. t | E, | 4 TY 8, . Ly 4 k. IF v : 14> 


ay. 
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| 
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* Rationem DENeweo ret unto him, 

| £1” gives a loud call-to repentanc 

| . cim pzni- but putsno barin, nor ſhuts 

5: "A door of hope upon the peniten 

- Uſe 3 If notwithſtanding what is (a 

=. ſome continnetheir courſe of 1d 

.” unedifying diſcourſe, and reſoly.. 
ſotto do, for ſiich the followin 
Uſe is moſt proper,which is 
| An Uſe of Reproot to all ſud? 
who are not careful to ſet ani 
keep up the good government 
their tqngues. . Do not many1 

eftet fay., Our tongues are 0 

| Plan: + own? What Lord ſhall contro 

Ss 'usf They vathar talk at randon 

...zand.notby rule. Whileſt ſome+þ 

_ lying, ſwearing , flandering an 

reviling break out, others think! 

- fair, tf they keep i in and forbea 
theſe abominations 3 barrenne 
in, and backwardneſs to holy hea 
venly conferrings 1s no fault: it 
. their account, Oh that ſuch woul 
{eriouſly-confider, 


; - 


1, Them 


the Tongue. ; 7 i 
1. They have upon them the 
ack brand of unregeneracy. It 
race have its throne 1n the heart, 
| will have a'great command and 
luence upon thetongue. ' When | 
ic Lord gives perſons a thorough 
urn to himſelf, he turneth'tothem _ 
pure lip or language. Grace was 
oured into the lips of. Chriſt the. 
lead ,, and in ſome meaſure it 1s 
oured into the lips of Chriſtians 
is Members. Speaking the lan- 
mage of Canaan, is 10 ſurean ef- 
k& 'of ſound converſion, that 
when the converſfOn of five Cities _ -1 
Withe Land oof Egypt is foretold, it TR 4 
Wis ſaid expreſly,They ſhall ſpeak the 1 oe” ""- 
language of Canaan. A 
>. God will not for the ſake of | 
ny rank or fort. of men, vary 
from his word of truth , or ſuffer 
a tittle of it to paſs away. They 
cannot eſcape who live and dye 
in neglect of warningsof Heaven. 
(Wo,wo, wo, Willbe to thoſe, who | 
having not their tongues tyed tc to Mat 518, 


ee TT ————— 
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their pood behaviour , have- 
hopes of being acquitted in jud; % 
ment, except the Lord alter whM- 
hehath in my Text written. F 
— May prevail with the guiltl,. 
to give 8 ſober Anſwer to theſe ſe - 
rious Queſtions. F 
1. Do you think that my Tealf 
was ſpoken and written only if | 
ſcare and affright men, and nott 
inform them truly 1n,what an ex 
act way the Lord will proceed a; 
the laſt day © Is not this to charg 
himfalſhbood who is truth it ſell ! 
2. Will you" ſay that God if 
merciful? God forbid I ſhould 
gainſay you, orin the leaſt repre 
ſent that bleſſed hand as narrowet 
than indeed its ! yeta!! may and 
muſt know, that though it be ſaid 
Gods tender mercies are over of 
upon all his works ;. yet it is no 
ſaid,that they are aboveor againſt 
all bis other Attributes, His truth 
revealed in my Text will ſtand to- 
_ gether with his mercy, Bis wil- 


on 


L 


i} 


the Tongue. 


bm is ſhewed in ſhewing the 

reatelt mercy ( even his ſalvati- 
MW ) to thoſe who will give him 
We glory of it. 


And though ( as that -excellent Cautes of 1 


en, towhom I have formerly re- Jecay, | 

| red, hath written) weare apt page u6K | 
Wo proportion Gods ice. not 

ccording to its infiniteneſs , but 

tur own concerns, making it ſerve 

mly as a cypher to advance his 

nercy 3 yet it will appear', that 


the divine Attributes are not 1n 
rife but perfeCt harmony, and ra- 
ther than the juſtice of God ſhall 
(uffer, men aoÞ women ſhall ſuffer 
nerlaſtiogly. 
. With what terrour and 
Lembliog of heart willthey, who 
pet not a Bridle for the Tongue, : Cor. 5; 
Wippear before the Judge of all the 
World 2 What an amazing fij jo | 
will it be to ſee their other fi 
ind with them their 1dle eh og 
Ft as an Army in rank and file be- 
re them ? They cannot pofiibly 
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Reftiin ftand right and upright in the" 


| 
j 
} * CUIIa. high Court, their Conlſciences WJ O 
f ſecond and ſeri in with the ſenten 
which God fall paſs againſt ther In 
Ic will be evident upon what hc b 
nourable terms forgiveneſs wa 
offered to them , and that upoſſ” 
their having recourſe to the Grac 
and Spirit of God, they mig 
have had their ſpeech ſeaſone(* 
and ſanctined. How dreadful! wif af 
every word in their doom- bef®* 
Depart from me. That is,ſay ſom : 
the hell of hell. The puniſ:>- 1 
of ſenſe is beyond what cit 
conceived 3 yet great Divines fa) 
that it 1s not abſolutely infinite 
See Norm The damned (ſay they) ſuf" 
Fad am * finite wrath in an infinite duraty 
” en; but the puniſhment of loſy}* 
infinite, 1t is the lofs of an infinit : 
God. That men and women mu F 
neyer come In ( or near.) Goc 
gractous Comforting preſend 
more 3 oh how dreadfal is thts | 


bon at 2.54 ſeeing they muſt depart with 


al 


the Tongue. | 

urſe,with Gods curſe,and:that in- 
$0 fire, which all know is of a tor- 
penting nature, yea,into everlaſt- 
Sg fire,a'fire that cannot be quen- 
\ {hed, yea, a fire prepared for that 
,$"orlt of Apoſtates,the Devi}, and 
ws Angels. 

Hoping that ſome who were ſe- 
ure may be by Grace awakened, 
and crying out, W hat ſhall we do ? 
{How ſhall we ever come to read 
Sand weigh this Text with com- 
Fort? How ſhall we obtain the. 

ighe rule of our tongues ? To 

+, 2 direct my firſt Exhortation. 
| I. Be willing to fix your eyes 
od hearts upon your tranſgreffi- jc. ,, 
x ons, whether with your tongues,or 
otherwiſe. Cheriſh the Spirit of 
JJ eproving and convincing you,let- 
;ting you ſee fin as by Sun-light, 
afbewing you as the fins of your 
\ dives, fo the finfulneſs of your 
\{arts. iow bitter is that root , 
whereof idle ſpeaking 1s but one 
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John 16. 
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2, Having muſed on the great 
neſs of your fins, beware of carna 
confidence and truſting to you 
ſelves. Make ful account of this 
44 \, that if you were only chargeable 
\\ wath the {in of ſpeaking idly, thi 


{1,1 \lin hath fo violated the Law, anc 
FAN "\wron ed the Juſtice of God, thaÞ 
WAY N though you ſhould faſt and pray 
{XX ſorrow and ſuffer to your utmoltÞ 
<q - yet could you not thereby ſatisfig 
for, or deſerve the pardon of tha 
- fin; there is no Balm ſave that ofi 
.Gilead ( or rather of the Goſpel . 
"that is ſoveraign ; neither 15 ther 
. - any Phyſitian ſave him that 1s 1 
Iſrael that can heal in this caſe 
When blef{led Paul thought of th 
fearch which the Law and Juſtice 
of God might make for him , hi 
deſire was, to be found in ChriſtY 
not having his own righteauſneſs 
not for having it as to ſet it ul 
in the' room of Chriſts RighteFi 


oulntise. | 


3lel 


the Tongue. wb 


2. Bleſs not your ſelves in any 

tate which is ſhort of ſaving uni- "Y 

n with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. His john 1,4 
Slood cleanſeth from all ſin, and 9 
Fo from tongue-fins; but it only ' 

leanſeth thoſe to whom it 1s ap- -* 

lyed; neither is it applyed toor.* 

y any ſaye thoſe that arein him.” 

Happy are they for whom he will 74 

plead, who have this Advocate 7,4u r.Þ 
Svith the Father , 1n whoſe lips no +. 

mile, no guilt, nothing of 1dle- 

eſs was found, whoſe righteouſ- 
{eſs will cover thofe, whoſena« 

kedneſs would otherwiſe appear 

amefu!. Though the fip-leaves 

pt your own doings Will not hide 

you from the wrath of God, yet 

theleaves of the Tree of Life will 

do it thoroughly. | 

4. Regand wait for new renew - 

ed hearts, and for the reſidence 

and influence of the Holy Ghoſt | 
Win and on your hearts, Thetree yvhl. 45.1 

inſt be good before the fruit can Mat-62-38 

be ſo: Your hearts muſt indite  _#} 
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good matters before your tongue 

-Pfal.139, Can be as the pens of ready Wri 

P 124 3. tersto expreſs them. Get know 

ing hearts, apprehenſive that there 

. 15 not a word 1n your tongues bu 

God knoweth 1t altogether. Ge 
tender hearts, that will be loth tc 
affront and provoke him in mi 
placing a word, and that you 
hearts may be preſerved in 


watchſul frame, pray down.th 
afſiſtarce of Gods bleſſed Spiri 


on all occaſions. 


; _ © My next word ſhall be to thoſÞ, 

| Jan®# 3:2-whoſe hearts are principled witli 
BA Grace, and I doubt not but the) 
_ will ſuffer a word of exhortati 

on : Though others leave thei 


tongues unbridled, you ſhould no 
do ſo. 


i. You have too often alread) 

let down your watch over you 

; mouthes. I know your Conſci 
” ,.,cnceswilltell you, that at ſuch 


the Tongue. 
time, and inſuch a company, your - 
F:ongues flipped, your diſcourſe. 
was little worth. Shouldnot the 
time paſt be ſufficient to have of- 


TEfended in ? 


2. Without care (eminent 

care ) your tongues will not be I 

duly governed. Did not holy pq ,.. 

David ſpeak in his haſte what he 106. 33. | 
RYought not 2 Did not meek A79/es 

ſpeak unadvitedly,> Who are 

ou, that you ſhould think 

tongue-ſlips leſs incident to you ? 

You have probably heard of him, = 
Sho having by a Tutor the reſo- x | 

lution of David, To take hced left pen; 39-10 | 
We offend with bis tongue, given JF 
Ebim for his firſt Leſſoa , and being 

enquired of, why he came not for 

1 new ones anſwered , that he 

had not learned that perfectly. 
Mou may be learning, whileſt you 

are living, to ſpzak to purpole. 


3. You 


WW} 


PW 
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3. You have that power toff 
rule your tongues which many 
want. If Gods Garden be full of 
weeds (of idle words) what can 
be looked for 10 the Wilderneſs ? 
The lips of Chriſts Spouſe do 
drop {ſweetly , even as an Honey» 
comb. If Vines bear not Grapes, 


where ſhould jthey grow ? If you 
have not Jacob's voice, how wil 
you prove your ſelves to be of 
Jacob's ſeed? How can it appear 


. that you belong to that better 
Countrey, which is above, if yo 
do 'not ſpeak the IJanguage of 
"78 

4. The honour of Religion 1: 

deeply coricerned fi you 

Y | ſpeeches. Many will watch foi 

& Jer: 20-19. ygur halting in your words ; the 
t who would make you offender; 

for a good word, will be ſure tqf 
make il! uſe of your offending 1 
you utter an idle word. As yo 
y! ſhould 


- .. 
F327 
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10uld not be ſcandalous. Are 
not you loth that the profeſiion 
pf godlineſs ſhould be wounded 


>ſthrovgh your ſides. 
5. The more sfraid you are not 


have of. fincerity, and the more 
near you come to perfection. 
Though the tongue be a little 


ruling of it; 


That I may be an helper of your: 
holineſs, and fo of your joy, [1 
ſhall offer yoy the enſuing 
helps. _ | 


ſhould not be vicious.” ſo you . 


tooffend in words, the more you 1 


member, much Grace goeth to the 
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1. Renew your humiliation”, &:"F 
; f Direction 
for your former failures in your 
Flpeech. Godly forrow for lin 
tendeth to work repentance 
and retuxnins from fin. The 
ſofter the heart is, the bet- 
ter 


2 Cor. 7 
1] Os 
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ter governed will the tongue 
be. 

2. Obſerve well how ill idle 
words do become others, Can 
you not ſoon eſpythe n1kedneſs 
of your brethren , when they let 

--1- heir tongues Jooſe, Will you 

DP 21% . 

uemfa. Practiſe your ſelves, what you 

want, &c- condemn 1n others ? Shall not 
others harms be your warnings ? 
Shall not their* falls .make you 
to (tand morecarefully upon your 
watch ? 


Engage ſome true truſty 
friends to admoniſh you when 
they hear you ſpeaking amiſs. 

"Wy Your ſins may lye ſo near you, 

E _* ** that you cannot ſo eafjly ſee them;; 
Who doth not ſtand in need of 
an Overſeer > The wounds of a 
triend that doth faithfully r& 
prove are of an healing pature. 


4« Do 
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4. Do not affect talking more 
han your part. The wife man 
ath long ago determined, that 
> W- the multitude of words there Prov.1e: 
| (parterh not” ſin. It the tongue + 


nove too frequently, its motion 
Sleſs like to be regular. If your 
ords be few , they are likely to 
| ſÞe better placed, 


KK 5. Oftencall your ſelvesto an 
| Wccount about your ſpeeches. 
They that caſt up their books 
requently will be loth torun Into 
lebt. You that are to give a 
ri account to God, ought to © 
ake a ſtrict account of your 

elves. If yon would ſtand in 

we and not fin, commune much py, 
1th your own hearts, 
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6. Shun the ſociety of vain 1 
zerſons. You have the ſeeds of A 
In remaining in your own hearts, DO 
ind if you be with idle compani- **2©4* 

Ons, W 


i wa ' 

- > f 
ts Pm, f| 
: _ * ®* | : | ; * c | ' , 
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| ons, theywill quickly draw ther 


out 1nto Four tongues, You mayſ.. 


as ſoon walkin the ſcorching Sun. 
and not be tann'd, as converſe uno 
neceſlarily with fooliſh talkers,andf, 
not be prejudiced, h 


MY Beware of being tranſportec | 


with your paſlions, . particularly; 
that of anger. Anger hath beenfl 
| long called a madneſs, and it 1s 
leſs wonder if mad men talk 
idly, 


E-. 8. Weigh your 'words before 
Bis ad ig. You ſpeak them. They whe 
bam, ſemel\ſhoot their bolts ſooneſt are lea 
8. lin- likely to hit the mark. Cad it be 
PU. 205, Expected, that they who ſpeat 
\ rafhly ſhould ſpeak in print 
When- Moſes himſelf fſpake 
\unadviſedly, (and in haſte 
he had leiſure to repent ' © 
| SL | 


9. Kee 


. JT LIE 44 5 
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i ve Tom, one, 


9. Keep your hearts above all 
cepipg. There is a ſtring be- 

-wixt the tongue and the heart; Prov.4.ng./ 
Jut- of the - heart are the iſſues 4 
df life, If your hearts be in an + | 
humble , holy, heavenly frame, 4 
your rongues will be as trees of 
life. The ſtream will ſayour of 
the fountain. 
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10. Bind your tongues (with _ 
freſh and firm cords of reſoluti- W | 
on ) to their good. behaviour: | 
Lay a Law upon them. If yo 
do miſplace a word , be ſure that 
it benoton purpoſe , but againſt 
purpoſe. Holy David ſaid mn his 
heart, he would take heed in this.” 
reſpet. 
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11. Have ſtoreof ſpiritual ad. 
profitable ſubjects at hand to di-. 
{courſe of. Let the Word of God 
dwell richly in you : Guide 
Your tongues 1nto a large, ſpaci-. 
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may walk with profit and com 
fort. Inure and accuſtom yout 
{cive: io #lifying conference. 
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; The laſt My laſt Word ſhall be by way 
_ of Conſclg:'oa tw thoſe with 
whom theſEc1rections'eake place. 
You who can ſay , and fay truly, 


you tall on your knees to mourn 
il daily for the ſlips of your tongues, 
| you dctire to be filled with the 
l Spirit , +92 26 may ſpeak to the 
x honovr of God , you would have 
( your tongues to be as choicdil-i 
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the Tongue. 


Your tongues that ſet forth. 
Gods glory here , ſhall be fully 
firted to ſing Hallelujabyhalelnjab, 
Selvation, bleſſing and praiſe to the ne 
moſt High for ever hereafter. 4 
Though tongues ſhall ceaſe in ._ 
Heaven, that 1s, as ſome interpret 
it, there ſhall be no uſe of ſeveral 
languages , yet as the Seraphims 
do.,ſo the Saints ſhall cry, Holy, 59 
Iy,holy.Lord God of Sabbaths ! the 
higheit praiſes of God will be 1n | 

heir mouths, gy orld without © / 
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